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NJAC – Need to Stand United 

The National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) has been notified by the 

Ministry of Law and Justice, but the Commission is not yet constituted as it has since been 

under the scrutiny of the Hon’ble Supreme Court on the question of its constitutionality. 

FDR/Lok Satta has always been committed to this cause and has taken various initiatives 

in advocating the need for NJAC. In 2010, three eminent jurists Shri Justice M N 

Venkatachaliah, Late Shri Justice J S Verma and Late Shri Justice VR Krishna Iyer came 

together at the initiative of FDR/Lok Satta and proposed various judicial reforms which 

included the constitution of Judicial Appointments Commission.  It is their joint 

recommendation that formed the basis of FDR’s advocacy for National Judicial 

Commission. We kept the leaders of Government and Parliamentary Opposition informed 

of this exercise throughout. 

In continuation to our efforts in realizing this key reform FDR/Lok Satta attempted to file 

an application for intervention before the Supreme Court Bench. The intention of the 

application was to bring it to the Court’s notice the circumstances and the rationale which 

informed the recommendations of the three distinguished jurists. However, since the 

Court decided not to entertain the intervening application, we further persevered for the 

cause in the form of a detailed letter to the Supreme Court sent in June 2015. The letter 

was sent to the five member Supreme Court Bench adjudging the case, along with the 

legal counsels of the petitioner and respondents as well as senior advocates of the 

Supreme Court.  

The letter brought to the Court’s attention the significance of the Constitutional 

Amendment and its relevance to the democratic setup of India. Establishing the 

importance of credibility of the higher judiciary the letter explains the need for a new 

appointment mechanism. Citing the examples of other democratic nations, it stresses on 

the need for involvement of the Legislature in the judicial appointment process.  

The Hon’ble Supreme Court has reserved its judgment after hearing all the arguments. 

We have faith that the verdict of the Supreme Court will uphold the letter and spirit of the 

Constitution and democratic values, and will ultimately enhance the credibility, 

competence and independence of the higher judiciary. If, however, in the scenario of 99th 

Amendment is quashed by the Supreme Court, attempts are on by us to persuade the 

Members of the Parliament to stand their ground in bringing the much needed reform. It 

is their prerogative to set aside political differences and stand united on an issue that 

protects the integrity of the Constitution, supremacy of Parliament and democratic 

legitimacy of all institutions.     

Ms. Sneha & Mr.Surya  September, 2015 
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Towards Rationalizing Reservations 

Gujarat Patel agitation for OBC status should 

start a serious debate on rationalizing 

reservations. Zero-sum approach to reservations 

deepened caste divisions without helping truly 

poor, deserving kids to advance in life. We need a 

creative response - not conflict.  

Reservations so far limited benefits to a few well-

educated families in upper strata. The truly deserving among SCs/STs & OBCs are still 

left marginalized. Poor among OCs are resentful & helpless. Except well-off and educated 

families in reserved communities who have benefited from reservations, all others feel 

betrayed. We need changes. 

FDR/Lok Satta is pressing for an honest national debate towards rationalization of 

reservations.  We are broadly proposing the following key changes 

 

1. Families of public officials of a certain rank — IAS, IPS, other Central and State 

civil services, present and former MLAs, MPs, other senior politicians — certain 

high income professionals like physicians, chartered accountants, managers above 

a certain rank in the private sector, and businessmen and others above a certain 

income should be dis-reserved. 

2. Children belonging to poor OC families should be awarded additional marks as 

decided by expert groups to overcome their handicap. This can be based on 

parental education & the school the children went to.  

3. We must ensure quality schooling.  

4. No bright child with ambition should be denied higher education because of 
poverty.   

   

The proposed changes are being widely debated across print, electronic and social media. 

We are also doing an academic enquiry backed by evidence to further strengthen the 

above proposed changes. 

Ms. Sneha & Mr.Surya  September, 2015 
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Does Medium of Instruction Matter? 

It is being observed that the demand for English medium schools has been tremendously 

increasing across the country. Data on school enrolment for 2010-11 shows that the 

number of children enrolled in English medium schools from class I to class VIII all over 

India has seen a rise in 274% since 2003-041.  According to ASER (Annual Status of 

Education Report) 2014, private school enrollment has steadily increased from 18.7% to 

30.8% during 2006 to 2014. Most of these private schools are offering education in 

English medium.  

 

Given this growing popularity for English medium education, demands have been piling 

up for introduction of English medium in government schools across the states. On the 

other hand, the demand for teaching in mother tongue is also growing equally. As we 

understand, there are multiple factors that impact the child’s learning levels. However, 

the role of medium of instruction in enhancing a child’s learning abilities is yet to be 

critically understood in the Indian context.    

 

As part of our policy reforms in education, we 

are trying to understand the role of medium 

of instruction in enhancing children learning 

abilities. The FDR team interacted with Mr. 

D. Somasunder, former President, Andhra 

Pradesh Union of Working Journalists 

(APUWJ) to understand the issues and 

challenges involved. Mr. D. Somasunder has 

been actively involved in literacy campaigns 

and many education initiatives.  

 

It was discussed that the following aspects need to be critically analyzed.   

 

1. Learning outcomes in English medium compared to Telugu medium. 
2. Socio-economic profile of parents sending their children to English medium schools.  
3. Understanding the factors that are motivating parents/children to choose English                    

medium over Telugu medium. 

It was decided that based on preliminary data analysis, a detailed survey can be designed 

and executed, if necessary.  

                                                           
1 ‘2 crore Indian children study in English-medium schools’, Times of India, Mar 2, 2012.  
 
 

Mr. Ravi Kumar & Mr. D.V.L. Raghavendar Rao  September, 2015 
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